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There comes a point where we need to stop just pulling people out of
the river. We need to go upstream and find out why they’re falling in. 
− Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
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Holistic Defense Meets
Complex Needs



Early Representation



Early Representation
Promotes Justice



Restorative 
Justice



Juvenile Justice
Holistic defense
Social worker
CASA
Diversion
Community support
Reentry



Specialty Courts

Veteran Court
Parole Reentry Court
Behavioral Health Court
Conservatorships
PACT
CARE Court

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

http://www.woundedtimes.org/2017/10/veterans-court-support-and-encouragement.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


T.R.U.T.H. Project
Dedicated immigration 
(Padilla) counsel
Professional licensing
Housing
Loans 
School
Family preservation
Jobs

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-ND

http://theoldschoolpatriot.com/aiding-abetting-criminal-illegal-immigrants/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/


Record 
Clearance

Termination 
of PC 290 

Registration

Post-
Conviction 

Relief

Immigration 
Advocacy

Case 
Management

Supportive 
Referrals

Reentry
We dream of . . . 

Holistic screening for people 
leaving carceral settings
Peer navigators for reentry
Contact visits for parents + kids
Nonprofit Partner to help meet 
clients’ urgent material needs



Avoiding & Navigating Law Enforcement Contact

Stay Informed About 
Local Laws

Use Shelters & Services Build Relationships 
with Outreach Workers

Stay Connected



Know Your Rights

Protection from Unlawful Searches & Seizures (4th Amendment 

Right to Due Process (5th Amendment)

Right to Non-Discrimination (14th Amendment)

Equal Access to Available Services (14th Amendment)

Right to Privacy*   

*Article 17 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), which the U.S. has 
ratified, states “no one shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interference with his privacy, family, 
home or correspondence….” 



Get Early Representation



Let’s Keep Talking About
Decriminalizing homelessness

Investing in housing, supportive housing, and 
treatment rather than citations, convictions, and 
incarceration

Addressing upstream root causes to avoid 
downstream consequences

Funding and supporting robust reentry that links 
incarcerated people to benefits, housing, 
treatment, and employment resources before 
they are released



Homeless Courts



Eviction Defense



Stronger Together

Indigenous blessing at “Bending the Arc:
Reimaging the Carceral System” event

with Santa Cruz Black 
Heather opens “Strengthening the Sixth in Santa Cruz”

training event at UCSC

Public defenders share resources about record clearance 
and early representation at a farmworker outreach event

National training team takes a bow after 2 days of
holistic defense training for all local defendersHeather speaks at March Toward Love & Courage

Defenders share resources with farmworkers
at Reiter Farms Resource Fair



Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice 
everywhere. We are caught

in an inescapable network of mutuality, 
tied in a single garment of destiny.

 − Martin Luther King, Jr. (1963)



315 Main Street, Suite 204, Watsonville
420 May Ave, Santa Cruz
831-454-5300
PDO@santacruzcountyca.gov
EarlyRep@santacruzcountyca.gov
CleanSlate@santacruzcountyca.gov
www.santacruzdefenders.us
#CruzDefenderCourage. Compassion. Community.
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